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The “Look Before You Leap' Mese
sage.

The President’s message records one
excursion, and only one, into the gen-
eralities of governmental philosophy.
This passage is <o characteristic of Mr
TArT's mind and methods. and i sach
sharp contrast with the impassioned
socksure and last word deliverances ot
his predecessor on all sorts of subjects,
that we single 't out for exhithition

* The method of tmy
SRPeris A% a prefimiinary !
aope to ultimately  ardont
oatlonal poiley
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Mso belug pursued by ¢ pon jar
ommisslon of Conern

artlal seder
0 les
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Here is the formulation  for the firs
dme in a President ol messag f
not mistaken of a distinet change n
tbo working methods of the Federal
Governunent 1o meet the Erowing coti-
olexities of the public business: and this
without anyv strain on rthe Constitntion,
my short cut of the tamiliar Roosevelt-
an kind, anv expansion or usurpation
of executive power  The inguiry by
sompetent investigators possessing the
status conferred by the formal warrant
of Congress and regular appointment
by the President as the preliminary
to the enactmient of laws in regard to
important matters which are difficult
problems, is a very different thing from
government hy commission a phrase im-
olying the scattering of direct exeentive
esponsibility. It wuveolves no aggran-
lizement of Execitive at the ex-
nense of the other donartments. Tt falls
clearly within the letter and spirit of the
second section of Article 1T, 1t trenches
notat all upon the provinee of the Legis-
ature. It leaves the Judiciary in the
unimpaired exercise of (18 unetions,

This method of preparati n in-
elligent law making, wlich Mro Tap
hopes to see adoptod as a fived national
wolicy with regard to certain subjects,
3 equally applicable to other matters
which he does not Spms ifv in the paara-
sraph quoted above. It s already in
operation with respect to three of the
greatest questions before the country,
the reform of the banking and currency
vstem, the revision of the tariff and the
unendment of the interstate cominerss
law. The inquiry conditeted by Senator
ALDRICH'S committee, as we infer from
what the President savs abont i1 s prae-
tically finished. Mro TAPT roport< that
the tariff board will prohablv have resnls
o present durings the first session of the
sixt_""-“"“"d Congress, that 1=t in
the winter or spring of 1012, if no extra
session is called nexr vear  Pres<ident
HADLEY'S commission is organized aned
at work.

Look befire vor legiglate savs Prosi-
Jent TAPr. Remove the question as far
23 possible from the control of par-
tisanship and ger the available
nformation from the specially guali-
fied hefore vou shape vour laws,  How
lifferent was the procedire consistertls
practised during the previous Admin-
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ment, Mr. Joatx Koo b with his come-
pact Irish tollowing will hold the balance
of power.  Apparently he will beable to
tdictate to the Litweral lea lors with even
' more authority tha e fore

The important constitutional  ques-
tion which Great Britain was called on
to devide has fallon tHat on the clectore,
to all appearances.  On both sides the
number of vaters has fallon off  throngh-
fout the country they am voting strictly
according to party lines, the «hanges
being no greater than at ordinary elee-
The teasons for this state of
affairs will be explamed probably after
[the excitement 18 over. At first glance
Pit looks as if the average Englishinan

|

consist of a single chamber or of two.

and so votes as he has been accustomed
I'he spoiling of the Christmas
season and Christmas trade secms to

to volte

| have made many electors so sulky that

they would not vote at all.
It will be interesting to see what Mr
ASQuitit will do when he undertakes to

; reconstruct his Cabinet after Parliament
’J He will have lost the slught ma- |
Jority his party had over the Unionists

neets

in the last Parliament: it boks as thoueh
there would be fewer Liberals than | nion-
1sts in the next House
will have to depend onthe Laborites and

Clrish members for '8 majority, as it

{does now, but those eomponent parts |

will be predominant. It is difficult o
understand how he can avold recogniz-

"ing either or both parties in forming his

wtration! The final solution was firse
avolved fron the inner conscunisness
of individua!l genius, if the <cientifie
person Was oocdedd inoat all ) i S -

moned at the per!! of bis repcitation
confirm the foreordaied cone o
and woe to the leshator,
the court, that thought
he difference < partls
but it 8 of considerahle interest 1 oy
ellow citizens

Mr. TAFT's second annual pessage
lisengees a mualttude of things and = b
many thousands of waords anne

and sl o
thier coanitrii,

prviebhalogionl
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long. The superthiity, howes er i« of
detail, not of feverish vl v You
may go through the President < Obheop-
vations with a «hnical thernomerer
without discovering a contre of intlam-

mation; and this is true all the same
whether you «onovir or object

The British Llyctions,

It seems clear now that the ole
which Mr. Asoriri foreed suddenly on
the country will not put an end 1o the
oxisting confusion  The retiins for the
first three davs of votir i =how
the Unionista have made «<lghe
enough to keep them abreast of 1
combined adversaries for the tine b
butnotenough to allow tem to hope fo-
the control of Parliament. The
dents of the election machinery call o
polling In manv strong 'nionist cop-
At Uenc e in tae first davs: the heavily
Liberal districts have not vet voted
When they do the [nionist advantage
will be reddiicnd . if the relative gains of
that party are Lept up proportionate)
it will have riore votes in the new Hose
than the Jibergls than
Liberals and Laborites combined. bt
andess e el t hes
CONSLALUeLIC 0w at ha
indd of this there is no o

that
Tans

o

et

fuss Bily o more

it changes §r
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dication so far

coalition Ministry; that should contain a
Labor member, and even more justly a
Nivionalist
JouN REnstoxd Chief Secretary for Ire-
laned. What will come of the muddie
betwoeen the two Houses, now that the
country has refused to decide thematter,
CANNOT Venture to giless.

W

The Great Question.

Fiach of the two subway offers now
befors the Public Service Commission
evidently been drawn up in a
spirit of fawness to the city,  No doubt
the Public serviee Commission and the
Board of Estimate will consider both
with an open mind and aceept the
one which promises to be of greater
advantage to the community.  Comp-
troller PRENDERGAST IS quoted as sav-
g~ The favorable element of the new
offer must be freely admitted, but | pleas-
ing as it s it stll leaves wide open the
great guestion whether the city is to
have an independent system or co-
operate in extending existing lines
If the triborough were the last subwayv
which the city expected to build, Mr,
PRENDFRGAST'S great question might
domand an immediate answer,  As it
the guestion of first importance to
the straphanger and the taxpaver is:
Which offer will give the larger, and
gricker measure of relivt at least cost
to the ity Subway building has been
delaved long enough through crotehety
theories in high places
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First Fruits of Naval Reorganiza-
tion.

The reorganization plans for the navy
adopted by Secretary MEVER, based
partly upen the report of February
1wt of the commuission headed by Mr.

Justice MooDy, and partly upon suge,

westions of high military origin  ap-
proved by Mr. MEYER, have now been
inoperation less than a vear.  All the
discontent of the past proceeded from
the line officers, who had to do with
the ships after they were put in com-
mission, but had practically no voies
thetr desten. The men bult
didd not sail in them and had
no responsibility for thom atrer they
were launched, while the inen who sub-
sequently commanded and navigated
them felt that they shondd have some-
thing to sayv, and sav it with authority,
the vessels theyv were to
¢ into battle and upon the condnce
of which their reputations would have
to rest.  In a word, it was the old con-
flict, settled long ago in Germany and
Gireart Brtain, for military influencs in
the design and equipment of a purely
military engine  In his annual remort
Secretary MEYER had this to say about
one of the most important features of
the reorganization:

whio
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The machinery proslded by the peesent ores
Latization seems wiholly to ereome and prevent
- e s directed agains' the old board oa
ructlon, which, composed of Larean ehlefs,

ed on repalrs and on the designs of vessels

repared by themselyves As the board met -

frequently { It members were b
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* will be in a minority if the Nationalists  hope there will be no revival of i wystem

‘o them.

In this, as in the last Parlia- ‘now shown to have been improvident ‘ it under his

His Government |

By rights he gshould make

29, |

T

'unq mischissvongs, Fhes son restiar
surrounded  himself with ospert toe s
sl advisers in all the four important
u-luunmr.unu divisions of thes ~orvies,
and he has visited and porsonaily in-
spected every navy vard aned station
Lin the wholo country, from Puget Sound
to Now Orleans and from Portsmouth
fto Kevy West. An experienced and sue-
cesaful man of affars, he 15 NOW pos-
|sessed of first hand information at all
| points, and oS the holder of the navy
[ portfolio he 13 otivially equipped wi!
lall the professional knowledge  and
}mlidumv that ordmary prevision eould
cinsuare

to be made pay l.h.l not care whether Parliament is 1o Seeretary Dickinson on Philippine

|[ Independence,

AMr. DICKINSON, the Secretary: of War
was i Democrat belore he entered Mr
Farr s Cabinet and stiil prides himself on
being one, in theory at least. What he
has to say. then, in a report of his visit
to the Philippines, about the aspiration
of the natives to independepce, should
be of interest to the party which will be
in controel of the House of Representa-
tives a vear from this ume;

There are very many highly educated Pl
pinos. many men of talen® abliity and brilllancy
Lt the percentage in comparison with those who
are wholly untralned In an understanding of and
the exercise of poiltieal rights under a republlean
form of government Is so small. and
| best and most rapid development possible und
eilsting condittons will for a loag period contlin
o small, that It 1s a deiuston. If the present polley
of control of the Islands by the Arnerican peonis
shall continue, W encourage the Filipino peop's
| in the hope that (he administration of the Islands

will be turned over to them within the time of the

under the

present generation

This is also the view of Mr Tarr,
whose association with the Philippine
problem has been very intunate.  The
, Democratic national platform of 1w
called for an immediate declaration of
the nation’s purpose 1o give the
independence; in 194 the same poliey
was advocated by the party, and in 1teos
it was repeated, with the further pro-
with

l:'!-!l.-h

posal of neutralization by treary
other Powers and the retention of land
by the Umitedd States for “coaling sta-
tons and naval bases 7

No Democratic platform
fixeed time for independence,
be bestowed upon the Filipinos “as soon
as a stable government can be estab-
lished " thus leaving the determination
of stability to the Demosoratio party of
it could contrive to turn the Republi-
cans out of power.  Secretary |CKIN-
SON savs that luw and order
prevail throughout the slands™. even
the head hunters of Bontoe “are now
dovouing themselves to agricnloure and
other peaceful pursuits and enjoving
the comforts of lLife we know
that peace, law and order prevail be-
cause the islands are patrolled by o
constabulary consisting of 322 officers
and 4,451 enhisted men, commanded by
an American army otficer: and we know
that the building of sew:ral thousand
of road, the of the
public schools, the extension and effi-
cient operation of the railwavs and the
| great improvement in the public health
jare due to the initiative and energy of
fAmerican  administrators. AMro Dick-
[ INSON testifies that the native legisla-
'tors have been “hberal in their support
of education and internal improvement "
and the burden of taxation is cheerfully
borne: nevertheless “many of the con-
servative and most substantial men”
would view the bestowal of independ-
jence “with consternation ™

Our impression s that the Democratic
party in control of thg Government al
Washington would refrain from imme-
diately declaring the nation’s purpose
to give the Filipinos indepandence at
some indefinite ti and would adop
the Republican policy and continue to
prepare the natives for self-government
in some other generation than the
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Mr. Fustian on the Stamp.

It was a dayv of trinmph in Sandwich,
The Hon. Er GENE NosLE Foss had come
to rouse the excitable Cape Codders to
Wild multitudes
crowdmd about the great man < automo-
might v hisloging
Sandwich tpar o
of the Boston Trapscrip' was rushing
about erdeavor to find out
where the anti-Cabotian demonstrat on
wits 1o appear. He tound out at last
All outdoors was too small |t was -
cided 1o demonstrate inoa horel lobby

Ihere seerns

his own piteh of fary

bl So the

movement

Wil
n renorter

inoa viaan

Seven chairs wore oceused
to have beon sitting room onl

the o

agunat the Prissians onder an assgmmed
niune when he was debarred from serving
own.  ‘That gave him a popu-

'

.

Lo v whieh mnnght have served the royal- THE TELEPHONE ON THE FARM

=ts hawl hus brother not Leea in the way, .
Toe Due DR CHanTies was & soldier, and | WasuingTon, Dec. 7.—The special re-
no politician; ufter he was exclided from  port on the telephone service of the coun-
the wrany with all other possible pre- | try recently published by the Bureau of
tenvlers he managel to keep out of the the Census contains a comment on the
public eye influence of the telephone in life on the
farm. It is asserted that *no single
Ten vears ago conts were almost a curi- | factor has played so great a part in the
osity in Denver, but as a medium of ex-  amelioration of the conditions of life on
change they are now in such demand that | the farms as has the telephone.” Hun-
"H0 e were recent ly ordered from Wash- ' dreds of thousands of instruments are
ington. San Franciseo is the only city, now installed in farmers’ homes. The
we helieve, that scorns the humble penny  report locates the beginning of the rural
and regards the nickel as the smallest sum ' $etvice in Connecticut, in 1881, when a
that should be tolerated in trade. But company operating in the cities of that
there are rumors that the cent is making | State arranged for the connection of
A place for itself even in San Francisco, | isolated village systems with the com-
Surely a commannity cannot complain of | pany’s exchanges in the cities. This
the high cost of biying and cling proudly to | opened a new and almost limitless avenue
the nickel of telephone service, but little was done
- in that direction for a number of years.
Noew York's share of the $2.000.000 en- | The demand for service in the cities and
dowment fund which the American Red | larger towns kept the makers of the
CrossNociety is raising has been completed, patented instruments so busy that little
On the basis of 10 cents an inhabitant | Was or ever could be done in the way of
the sim subscribed here was fixed at | rural extension. The expiration of fun-
500,000 one-quarter of theamount needed, | damental patents in 138 and the fact that
The assigument of a share to each com- | by that time the urban field was fairly
munity was an experiment first tried in | covered brought the telephone into wider

[ this cily becnise its share was naturally | Use in villages and country homes.

lthe lirgest. If the plan was successful | The report states that at the present
[ here it was folt that other places would | time no reliable figures are available as
| be quick to contribute their allotments. to the actual number of farm telephones.
The first step having been taken, thers | The year covered by the bulletin is 1907.
i* no reason to doubt that the rest of the [ It is presumable that the recently taken
"money wanted will soon be mised.  With | census, the details of which will not be
the |vrm'u1-l< \]o'ri\'bhl from the income 0' ‘\'l\lhhlﬂ 'Ol' ”\'ml mm'h.- 'i" ln"'w.
the fund the society can render immediate | @0 accurate report of the present state
laid when it services are needed, and ex- [ ©f the service. The matter of special
tend its operations to a class of disasters | importance here ia the comment of the
for mitigation of the effects of which it has | investigators on the value and the nature
been able to do too little in the past. of the service of the telephone in the
farmhouse. Among the manifold uses
of the instruments they ncte the access
given to farmers to the markets in which
their products are sold. “The grain
grower in the West when approached by
a buyer who wiahes ro purchase his wheat

! In Umpor's A man considers himself an old
thiner If he has Hved in the town en years
F'miporus (eazette

A man who lives ten years in Emporia
and has heen instructed by the Braxcarn |
andother deep and rapid revolving econo-
tmusts, statesmen, soctologists and mag-
s an old runer long before he
completes his course, if he lives to com-
plete it, An mporia child of 10 is fully
on a level with the most advanced school
of Suntlower thought,

| az.nists prices in the Chicago market on the pre-
ceding day or the opening prices on the
present day.® The truck farmers in the

neighborhood of large cities telephone to

| through the nearest exchange the closing
I
|

tablea or whether the market is glutted

The Supreme Court of Wisconsin has
and priges low.

locide ] taar a deit for advertising in a
Sunday newspaper s not collectible at
law.  ['he decision was made in the suit
of a VMilwaukes newspaper to recover the ‘
agreed price of space saold to an advert iser, :
the agreement bet ween publisher and ad- |

|

vertiser calling for publication on Sundays.

The Supreme Court held that as the pub-  If 8 horse is stolen word is sent to all the

lieation of the matter was not a work of | farmers on the circuit. In case of fire or
accident help is called with avoidance of |

the place of sale,

necessity it was contrary to law although |
the arrangement for it was made on a week
dav. The friends of Tir Sty who select |
its Sunday »4non for themut ualiv advan- |
tageous purpose of making rheir business
announcement s, inevitably achieve such
satisfactory resalis that they gladly pay
their very moderate hills without a thought
of the posshility of evading their obli- |
gations Iherefors the dectsion, except |
w= 1t s g onrioas example of the workings |
of the Sundavy laws, i®x without personal
interest to It is mterssting to note,
however, that the possibuity of an at-
t th u=s a publisher’'s white paper
il ik without  pavment has crossed
the mind of the legislators of this State,
and by section 331 of the general business
law it is provided that | the extension of the interurban street rail-
Ul caniracts oF acresments of any natire | Way and the rural trolley line, and the
made with the publishers or proprietors of any | rural free mail delivery, life on the farm
paner dated pubilshed or ssued om the Nirst day | has been greatly changed for the better,
L of the weell shatl be as valld, legal and binding as
cis mede with newspapers dated or pub
Ished on any other day of the week
It may comfort some publishers to read
his enactment, hut THE SUN rejoices in
the knowled zo that irs advertising friends, S nml:“:?:-:':::-;' o -
b honest men highly plea cus- *° . ki o
m'x'lln::nhq:«‘ r:: Io-g:\'l.dhdugl'«\;’:u"::ng:::-m':o | Weasnown 0f 0K lashsitee’ wwriet e, bes |
& | do not agree with your correspondent “Oldboy™ |
the cashier's wicket, in his opinfon that New York as a place of resl-
| dence half 8 cenlury or so age “was a dreary sev |
{ tlement In contrast with the present city.” To .
b ot the Chleago Press Club, contrasted the My mind the advantage is all the other way.
earlloe rough neck " youth of Chicago with the  more especially from the viewpolnt of the work- |
“ntelleetua! Lespeciacied” Boston boys. who had I tag class
mores grace atd reinement  Infer Ocean | I first came to this city. & young mas of 3. In
JOHN SULLIVAN is a Boston Bov: and | 180, and <oon afterward got work at $15 a week.
Ham T rwis, the living Aurora MY wages were gradually ralsed to $1A, $22 and
Single men then, as now. lived on the fur-

all at such a time. On many of these lit-

|all subseribers to their instruments while |

often spent in loneliness while the “men
folks™ are at their work on some distant
part of the farm or absent on some errand
to the city or to some other farm. A few
minutes of chat or gossip is a moa-urelml
boon to many =o situated.

us

teinyg

OLDER NEW YORK.
| A More Comfertabie and Cheaper Town

Principal Bogaxn. who n[-dl:.'f.fwfﬂ" the Howland

Boreali=, settled in Cook county, nobody ' 3

liares 1t r it 1N Ite streets with '( nishied room and restaurant plan as a ruje. A |
dare CBLSRLL m " vels Without |, ger and better furnished room could be had In

smoked plis<es the carly &m for 81 75 & week than is now o be

| hiad for $3.30. and a better meal could be procured
at any of several downtown restaurants for 25
cents than can be obtained to-day for 3 w 75
cents. If one didn't happen to waat a “good
square meal” he could go 0 a lunch saloon and ;
€et a generous portion of “beef and” for five cents |
and a cup of really escellent coffee for three |

All davs are North Carolina days=, for
evervhbody who amounts to anything |
born n Tarheelia: buat school mnst
keor occasionally, and 35 festivals a year
So one dayv, this vear |

was

might bhe clovinge

. S - ; . . cents  Sinkers’ were the same price then that
December 28, 15 colebrated as North Caro- | o0 0 'now “three for five * Horace Greslay |
lina dav [he too swelling theme or | \ed 10 luach quite frequently at one of the bet

hymn of the occasion i= “North Carolina | ter grade of this class of eating places ’
Poets an. Poetry.® but there is no North \ man could buy a more serviceable pair of

FEven the Mecklenburg

1= 'n’n" v

Carolna
P'oclaration

PO e
PEnas present tUme for 33 10 34, And as presentable and |
| durable a sult of clothes for $12 as he can buy now |
!for §25  Shirts of good material and make were
| sold regularly for M cents each A\ better look-
Answer to Correspondeht ! tng straw hat could be bought for 35 cents than
To THE VoatoR oF THR SUN When 1| | 18 now sold for 73 cents o §1.
ately peeded a hoase (o the country | was hom- | | yeed 10 g0 W the Bowery or Bleecker Street
barded with Ly glenie suggestions from, | have no | Savings Hank every Monday and deposit my nice
foubt, W uivertlsers. A noibing worrles | e 34 10 $18. | wonder how many “jour”
me much as clreatars and most of these arehl | printers and other artisans there are In New York
e hetter than A ram- g, day who can say as much®  And yet | never
Feothat of Clinde Meinotte’s | qunted myself o the way of comforts or rational
genticman s plece of clap t pleasures
Howling. whicn [despatebed | (yn, there's no use talking. the New York of
erers BAlf 4 century ago was a mighty fine place to lve

Sir

Ty

teets cosbl tnin nothi

It thou wouldst hate me paint

Deiphia. Reba, Zadle, Lalesh, Thenia,
| “';w..“” : ml‘r:n: \:‘n D:'l.nt September and is | Araminta, Lautoria, Seina, Artope Pu-l:m::—.
in her usual health, Mrs. Hannah T. Rowe ls 91; | zelle, Floride, Thetma, Thebis, Wll.' o-I na,
Mrs. Mary Leighlon i also 91, Enores, "

simply steps to the telephone and Mkl,

| GREAT BAILEY.

the city markets and find out whether | High up from the horizon the ‘shimmering cres
there is any demand for their fresh vege- | cent’ of a moon caught my eye

the delay involved in the despatch of a |
messenger, who cannot well be spared at | norizon was right. also that 3 o'clock was about

tle country circuits a prearranged signal |
lat or about some regular hour summons |

| orizon.
With the installation of the telephone, | “new” moon into the eastern sky he Is all right
| &s far as the rest of 1 goes

. happens

I

| e oy
Magnitude of the Leme Star Statesmad
Esthnated by Himself.

To 1ue Eptrom or Tus Svx-—Sir: Will
you please explain if you can an
tency in vour editorial columna®

You never refer to Senator Bailer of Texas
except to censure him. You never refer to
Mr. Taft except to praise. And yet the Pres-
ident is a very great admirer of Mr. Bailey:
has set his stamp of approval on the T'uu
Senator in more ways than one. This
worthy Senator is called into the councils
of the President fur more than any Demo-
crat, and indeed his judgment is relied
upon to a greater extent than that of many
Republicans, .

The President offered this great consti-
tutional lawyer (7) a position on the Su-
preme beuch. Sam RBronson Cooper of
Texas was appointed to the Customs Court
upon the recommendation of Bailey alone,
he has had no other backing: and oaly on
vesterday the great Taft, needing counsel
and advice ypon weights matters, sent for
the great Senator and consulted with him
long upon important matters.

How do you reconcile your difference in
opinion in the face of such harmony be-
tween the greatest living Senator and our
worthy President?

Justice demands that vou retract every
utterance that could be construed as any-
thing but praise for the worthy Bailey, or

that vou repudiate Taft. Which will vou
do?

We know that the ahove assertions are
true hecause the Bailey admirers are tell-|
ing it here. He told "his friends, not for!
publication, of course ™ JursiiTia,

WassiNarox, D O, December 5.
THAT MORNING MOON.
Did the Seene ;lnler Turn Its Silver
Creseent the Wreong Way °

To TH® Eptror op TRR SUN —-Sir: From the
mintature almanac In THx EveNINe Svy | find

that on November 24, 1010, the moon yose about
midnight, on the 25th at 12:40 A %, on the 26th |
at 1:42, on the 27th at 247, 28th, at 341, 0th, at |
4:42; 30th, at 543: December 1, at 6,47, and Decem -
ber 2 after sunrise

Astronomy. says the definftion, is fonaded on
demonsiration and treats of the motlon of the
stars.  So let us apply a Hitle astronomy 10 the
following '

In a letter the published date of which Is No-
vember 2 “CGardemalade” states: "l am a profes
slonal nurse * * *  This morning a litile afrer |
3 o'clock * 1 closed the window * * *

. . .

By our table we find that on November 20 the
moon rose at4 42 \. M. 50 it s demonstrated that

It the report is un- | there s a slight mistake In calculation, date or
favorable they wait for a better demand
'and better prices before carrying their|
| vegetables or fruits or other products to Would be some 7 or 5 degrees above the horizon
P v 313 or 0.
: | e the correct date, or 1hat the Hgures were mls
If an animal of value falls sick the veter- | il

inary surgeon is summoned by telephone. | seen as narrated

observation here
But on November 27 the moon rose at 247 and

Hence, allowing that the 27th may
read “29th.” the moon could actually have been

S0 aiso there Is nothing intrinsically wrong In |
the stage setting representing the crescent moon
rising abous 3 A. M. In fact If we knew the
esact gerographica! location of the place and
that the angular distance of the moon above the

the right time the artist had taken In the view,
1t would be enilrely feasiliie to caiculate a series
of dates a lunar month apart, one of which must
have been the date the view or scene was based on, |
In this way several Rhistorical occurrences

Our nelghbor, the new moon. was on Sunday
ght a thin crescent with the convex edge toward

| the sun. already below the horlzon in the west,

where presently she will set

A week or 30 ago when she was approaching .
the sun. rislng before him but an hour or so later
each night, the convex edge Was alsg turmed
toward Lim as ne was hidden below the castern
And If our scene palnter has not put a

12 our theatrieal scene painter has the erescent
turnad the wrong way he Is on a par with the
famous artist who painted a full moon showing
at the same time as the sun, fairly classed as an
Impossibility as the full moon must always be op- |
posite the sun. |

If the painters err they are in good company, '
for of all people of the great majority !t must be
sald: “Fyes have they and they see got.” FPeo
ple generally do not observe things. |

The psychologist tells us: “Without the seein;
eye life Is but a shapeiess and coloriess thing
Success has often resulted from observation of
trifies, such as the grocer s clerk who studied bis |
pooTer customers, iater aa his own boss he catered |
0 them. his windows were a magic spell 1o all
the working class and he became a milllonalre
James Watt observed the steam and the kettie
and keen observers are watching the resulting
engines 10 -day. seeking patiently to Improve
them So man creates, perfects and Improves,
and malnly {1 rests on using (he eyves. [t often
that laoventions surprise even the
mechaniclans, becauses there are so few profound
and keen observers among them

And 1f this summing up of o class is true of
them, they who are taught to see and 1o use thelr
eyes, how much more so does (1t apply 1o all of us,
the casual “man In the street * F DWW 1

New Yomrs, December 8

What Did She See?

To AR EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir The sugges
tion of finality lor the contribution entitied “Popu
lar Astronomy”’ had as “disquieting " an e¢Tect on
me as my lack of aducation seems 10 have had upon
its author. | lay no claim to even a superficial
knowledge of astronomy. but | think almost any

shoes for 32 in those days than he can get at the | one would comcede 10 my professional tralning

the habit of observing phenomena and recording |
them accurately. In fact this is the fundamental
point in pursing.

Between 3 and ¢ A M on the moming of No-
vember 29 | saw from an eastern window a cres-
cent moon lying in the lower part of the ring which
would If entirely llluminated have formed the full |
moon. | thought It the last crescent of the okl
moon .

Had 1t not been for this glimpse of what or-
dinary mortals would have undoubtedly described
with me as a ‘crescent moon,” the " Live Tople”
which | read five hours later would have received
iitte more than & casual glance

No one realizes more strong!y than | that “law
governs the universe. " and | ask In all serfousness
for enlightenment as to what | did see In the sky,
having been told so flatly that it could not bave
been the moon

Whatever 1t was, it would bave proved a charm -
Ing adjunct 1o any stage setting

NEW YORK, December 4

GARDEMALADSR.

Astronomy for Early Risers.

To TAR EDITOR OF THE STN -Sir- A M. Thane
of Washington, ) ¢, contributes further infor-
mation relative 10 moming crescents In eastem
skies. I can’t !magine how he contempintes
popnlarizing astronomy by making the assertions
he does In saying “1he moon has no early moming
crescents In midwinter

The last moming crescent seen was that of the

late old moon at Thanksgiving time. On the
morming of November 23 the sun in 3 degrees of
sagittary rose about 630 A M. or a iltude past.
The moon In I last stage was In Libra about
the same number of degrecs, hence was two whole
sgns or 80 degrees ahead of the sun. Between
28 and 4 A M the moon, therefore, hung low In
the cast some ¥ degrees above the horlzon. [t
was plainly seen, having only about one eighth
of 1ts surface toward the earth in sunshine. The
dark moon It by the earth’s glare was distinetly
seen.
Mr Thane sald THE SUN'S almanac states that
on this date the moon set at 4 A. M. | am sure
Mr. Thane read incorrectly. In midwinter, Veb -
ruary 1, the sun vises about 8 A M or 4 ltlle be-
fore, and At 3 A M (tIs «1hl) dark, so that & thin
crescent, a sign or slgn and a balf above (he sun,
can be seen by one who chooses to look when the
moon s three days of 0 from being new,

BoatoN, December 8 H. .M J.

A Cracker Immortal.
Dublin correspondence Macon Telegraph
Mr Ovid Cheek has returned o HBarness e

-

The Fanlt Finder.

From the ('hicago Record Herald
Within my room there stood one night
\n angel robed In spotiess white,

And In his haud be held s book
in which no pen bad traced a line;
He sald. with a benlgnant look
Consider all the friends of thine;
Helate their faults, the great and smali,
Nor make omisslons rame them all
What dme | spoke. the angel wrote;
Page after |-£:o'au filled and turned,
Pach fault he s FOOd CAre 1o note,
And hed as caeh was leamed
The book hailf Niled, my task was done,
And | addressed the heasenly one

1'::' write my own faults down,” | sald;
And as he vanished in the i
Heplied: “ Alas’ there is m‘.

[ wirained as to-day

THE FRENCH BUDGET,

M. Klotz, the new French Finance n
fater, told the Chamber of Deputie .
other day that not only I8 the nai.
budget for 1911 in excess of that of 114 by
80,000 000 francs, or about B16800 000 Yoy
still greater incremses are to be expoe oA

in succeading years. Taking the 1
for 1611 as a basis, he announced an o
mentation in 1912 of 163,000, 000, in 14
213,000,000, and in 1914 of 266,000,000 [ri4:
Further than this he did not venture to «

The budget for 1910 provides for an ¢
penditure of 4,300 000 000 francs, @r $5860 (.
000. The announcement of the Fisvence M
ister has caused a sort of gaap of dis
all over France. Where does it all go ¢
where is it to come from? are the question
that all the newspapers are asking. A
then they begin instituting compariso; -
In 1870 the entire budget was only ahe
1,800,000,000 francs, scarcely more than
third of this year's sum total

In the rough “round number® way the .
is no special diMculty in Anding whers 1
money goes.  In 1870 the military expens -
of the Government were 500,000,000 fran..
($115,000,000); to-day they are 1,330 000 w0
{rancs. In 1570 the annual expenditure «
publie works was about 210,000,000 fran -
in 1910 it 18 570,000,000 Publio instryer
cost but 60,000,000 francs in 18700 this yvoo-
it absorbs 325,000,000, Works of “social o0 .
sight and assistance” have risen in for o«
years from 20,000,000 to 200,000,000 fran «
To this last pit there s@o bottom.  The (.
sions for workmen and agricultural laboreos
are still to be added. In only one iten i« (14
increase moderate, that is to say, in <o
proportion to the increase of popula!
this is the item for civil administration
shows an increase of only 70,000,000 fran. «

L rom 420,000,000 to 490,000 000 ~in the for
years sinoe the war

Not by any means so easy is the answe-
to the second question, that as 10 the sourovs
from which the new increases of expendit oo
are to be met. The country has submit e
to an increase of taxation of 2,500 000 (w0
francs, or very nearly 140 per cent, in [
years. The formula has always been: "1l
wealth of Franee grows so fast that the iy
crease of taxation is not felt. * Ofla sudden
the country seems to he rubbing its eyes
and asking if the dictum s really true [
is true that an enormous statistical showing
can be made  The returns of forelgn and
domestic commerce, the gross earnings of
the railroads, the ensemble of the many
facturing operations, make colossal totals
But, it is asked, has the net annual profit
to the people increased in ke proportion’
And Is 1t not from this profit, from their 1n-
come, that the people must pay the taxes
in the last analysis’

Never has French taxable wealth heon <o
It is In faet erushed
overw helmed (accabié)  savs one pajer
friendly to the present Ministry ile
reventue being now fully exploited, a com-

o

1t

mencement has been made of cutting in'e
[ capltal
The tax on inheritances excites special

anger and apprehension.  On certain ol
of succession the Impost is now 30 per cepnt
The talk is of increasing the rate on direor
inheritances, since the statistics show thae
these are by far the most numerous n
this proposal sociological students see o
death blow to rural France  The lure of 11«
cities is only withstood to-day on aceonn:
of the appeal of property ownership to the
thrifty rusties Compel them to mort@aus

“Central” reads out the important news nfl which were coupled with heavenly events, such | their holdings to pay the inheritance rax
the day and gives out the weather report.  as ecpses or comets, have later been astronom

The instrument relieves the isclation of !eally demonstrated 1o be true and the date fixed. |
the women on the farm. Their days are | o7

and then spend the rest of their lives clearing
off the incumbrance, only to be renes ad
when thev die, and what attraction wil!
remain’ It will be less heart breaking
Liv far to move into the city and live on a
simall wage

I'he discussion practically leads 1o the
conclusion that French values are taxed
to their limit Beyvend, savs one oriti

there lies only abuse of the 1axing power,
conflseation, robbery by the State  In

| presence of <such conditions the declaration

of M Kiotz n beginning the hudger
discussion in the (hamber, that the next
pudget would be sincere, in real equilibriom

whatever that means—social, industgial
and national, is taken in some quarters as
a rather bitter jest It certainly affords
small comfort to the taxpayers when read

in the light of hLis other announcements as

1o the inevitable increases of the future.

In this conjuncture all minds seem to
tirn to the details of the national expendi-
ture. Is the money well administered?
Is economy practised? Is the same care
taken in preparing estimates and specitiea
tions that would prevail ip a private busi
ness? s the same care taken that the
Government geta the value of the money it
spends’ The general conviction seems to ba
that the answer 10 all these questions mas=c
be in the negative. If half as much pains
were taken in spending as in colieetin -
the revenus, savs a4 Dewspaper writer |

Jcountry would have oocasion for gratitide

But publie oMcials exercise a very lenion:
control over each other in the matter of
dishursements Indulgence is the rule for
every one except the taxpayer, who alons
must meet the minutest obligation of the
law

The system of checking is now blamed for
muech of the laxity to which the country ie
opening its eves  The Parliament virtuallv
takes no interest in the national finences
after it has provided the mone(v n-?ll«l for
by the Government. The auditing Is left to
the Cour des Comptes, which, judging from
news (tems that np‘)nr from time to time
devotes itsell chiefly to petty details and
matters of form t insists that all hills
and requisitions be in strict conformity
that full deliveries be at least recorded, an«
that overpavments, however trivial, be re-
funded But on all the larger issues of
trimming the public service to the public

| needs, of prr\‘ﬂ\ﬂnf wastes and extrava-
L

t is to all intents and

gance and even frau
Further, 1t

purposes powerless and futile,

[ 1% mlways several years behind in uuorh,

and at one time it was ten years hehin
o that the rectifications it does make not
infrequently appear grotesque.
To sum up, it would seem as If publis
opinion would compel the Chamber of Depie
tiew in the near future to take up an investe
antion of the way in which the Puhllr reve
enue of France is spent, and if they desg»
to hold oMice long Briand and his o -
leagues may find it advisable (o contrive
sonie such measures to reduce the Lhurden
of the people as President Taft and our own
Cabinet have been recently engnged o,

Bus Cars of the Sisties.

To tTRE F'DITOR OF THE STN- Si=r Whie |
remember nothing In “early elevated cars” ba i
of those with the dropped bodles between the
trucks. touched on by “"H” In o day's Sty whal
he says of the cars of an earlier period reminis
me 1o ask whether he or any other Sux realc”
remembers the little one horse “bus”™ cars
wore run on the Sitth avenue surface line b
In the sisties’ Thelr bodies wera shajped
those of the old Fifth and Madison avenue «fag «
and they were mounted with a plvot conne
om a single four wheeled truck. Thelr car
capacity was about the same as the stages afo”
sald, and the driver was likewise perched on *
collecting the fares through an aperture in *
roof. as in the stages.

When the car reached the end of the
Fifty ninth street a hokding bolt would be
drawn and the body of the car swung roo: '
the pivot for the trip down town

Those cars are I'ted in my mind throg
pleasure | derived from being allowed to o«
in them while they were being swung
But when | attempt to recall them, even
soms who shonild own 1o more vear
my cherished recollection is treated
chbledhood

Won't
tremity *

New Yorg, December A
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somebody please help me
Jows W

An Australian Idea.

To TAY FDIToR oF THE SUN-—Sir- |
interest that ihe (elegraph companies na'
lished a service for forwarding telegrams |
to foreign couniries in order o sasve the © 7
transeontinental tourney. The eredit for
nating this idea cannot be taken by this 007
howeser. for on the other side of the
Australla. simUar service has been In o0¢
for many years. There being no rall cor
tlon between Adeinlde and polnts rast o
vieinity of Perth. in Western Austealla, i=00ers
telegraphed across this distance and put a0¢
steamers at Perth.  The time dsased is ab
weelt

The rates are very reasonable. nins
(18 centsy for twelve words, plus postag®
the charge. This Is even cheaper than
transcontinental rates.

This i but one of many good Ideas tha’ cu
found in the isiand continent.

Naw Yosx December 6.

read ™ %

-

]
neing

e

Jamms B, PoNm.




